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From Servilia’s vengeful curse in the television mini-series Rome (2007) to the
shocking witches’ sabbath at the conclusion of the recent film The Witch (2015),
Hollywood delights in depicting witches practicing their craft. But how well do
such modern depictions align with the pop-culture (such as stories and images),
as well as other evidence, from the historical period they claim to represent? Why
should world historians with a global and comparative lens take interest in
modern projections of fear and terrifying agency? While film scholars have
undertaken limited examinations of what cinematic depictions of witches signify
for contemporary culture, no historian with a long view on witches in popular
culture and history (from Greco-Roman literature and art to early modern
European woodcuts to present-day film) has studied how those themes developed
over centuries and what role globalization may play in the spread o

witches and fears of what they do. This multimedia presentation situates modern
depictions of spell-casting and witches’ sabbaths on a timeline of historical
depictions of similar activity to understand how these representations function
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